Can plants [

tell stories?

X
That's just what Lily and Sage want to find out! X

X
Follow them as they go on an adventure to

join BudBurst Buddies. You can become a
BudBurst Buddy, too!



Plants can tell interesting stories. That's
what Lily’s grandpa told her and her
friend Sage.X

X

Lily and Sage ran outside to listento a
tree, but it did not tell them any stories.X
X

“How long do we wait here?” asked Lily.X
X

Grandpa said, “It takes many years for
plants to tell stories, but you don't have
to watch them the whole time.X



first flower, late spring 1954

“When | was little, trees did not have leaves
and flowers until spring,” said Grandpa. X

“So we should watch when leaves and
flowers appear?” asked Lily.X

“Yes. Plants can tell us when the seasons
change,” added Grandpa.X

“That’s the story they tell!” exclaimed Sage.X
Grandpa told Lily and Sage that scientists

need kids to join the BudBurst Buddies and
watch plants. Lily and Sage wanted to help.



They went to the BudBurst
Buddies website to learn more. X
X

“Hey, this looks like fun!” said
Lily.X

X

Lily and Sage looked for plants
to watch. They found a tree
near Lily’s house and a shrub in
Sage’s backyard.X

X

“What type of shrub is this?”
asked Sage.lX

X

Grandpa came out to help.X

X

“That’s an apple tree, Lily,” said
Grandpa. “And your shrub is a
forsythia, Sage./X



Grandpa printed journal pages
from the BudBurst Buddies
website for Lily and Sage. X

X

They used their journal pages to
describe their plants.X

X

“There are no leaves or flowers
on my shrub because it’s still
winter,” Sage noted. X

X

“But it looks like there are tiny
buds. I'll keep my eye on those/
he added, taking notes in his
journal.



“We have journal pages for each
time we check on our plants,” said
Sage, flipping through his journal X
X

“I walk past my tree on my way to
the bus stop all the time. I'll check
on it at least four times,” said Lily.X
X

Throughout the year they checked
on their plants. Lily and Sage were
excited to see their plants with
buds, flowers, leaves and fruit.X
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Become a BudBurst Buddy!

Watch plants through the seasons
and you will be a BudBurst Buddy
like Lily and Sage.
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About My Plant

Let me tell you some things about my plant!

Describe how big it is, where it is and what it looks like.

Plants come in all different sizes. The top of my plant is:

"""""" [ ] So tall that I have to look up to see the top of it.
[ ] About as tall as me.
[ ] Above my knee but shorter than me.

[| Lower than my knee.

Near a building.......ccoevveeieniirnniennrennnenn. [ ]Yes [ ]no
AlONE ..cvuiiriiii e [ ]ves [ ]no
Near other plants.......cccccovvevuiiiiinnnnnnn, [ Ives [ no
Near a street or sidewalk..................... [ ]ves [ ]no

https://budburst.org/activities/for-families


https://budburst.org/activities/for-families

This is a report about what
my plant is like on this date:

Month Day Year

Here’s a picture I drew of what my plant looks like now:

K

.

~

Draw a picture of your plant. J

Today, my plant has: I also noticed:

No leaves

Little Buds

Flowers

Leaves

Seeds or Fruit
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